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Welcome to Manchester 
As one of the Founder Members of The Fingerprint Society I am delighted to welcome you all to 
Manchester, a great city. 
 
�<�H�W���D�J�D�L�Q�����W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�«�«���H�Y�H�Q���µ�E�O�D�F�N���S�X�G�G�L�Q�J�¶���L�I���\�R�X�¶�U�H��
brave enough to try it. The programme is both topical and informative and I am certain that we shall all 
enjoy one of the best conferences yet put on by the Society. 
 
The truly great thing about our conference, is that the delegates are here because they want to be and are 
�Q�R�W���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�H�U�H�O�\���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�¶�V���D�Q���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�����L�W�¶�V���S�D�L�G���I�R�U���E�\���W�K�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U���D�Q�G���L�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���W�R��
be their turn to come.  I have always been impressed that so many people are willing to spend their 

precious weekend with fellow fingerprint examiners, discussing fingerprint issues and of course, at the same time enjoying 
�D���S�L�Q�W�«�«�����R�U���W�Z�R�«�R�U���W�K�U�H�H�«�«�«�«�«�� 
 
Manchester is a truly fine city and has been the birthplace of so many great men and women that have contributed so much 
to the United Kingdom.  Charles Dickens, although not a Mancunian, was a frequent visitor to Manchester where he often 
�J�D�Y�H�� �U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�L�V�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V���� �,�� �V�X�V�S�H�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �µ�&�R�N�H�W�R�Z�Q�¶�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�F�W�L�W�L�R�X�V�� �� �S�O�D�F�H�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �K�L�V�� �Q�R�Y�H�O�� �µ�+�D�U�G��
�7�L�P�H�V�¶���L�V���V�H�W�����P�D�\���Z�H�O�O���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���P�R�G�H�O�O�H�G���R�Q���0�D�Q�F�K�H�V�W�H�U�� 
I understand Dickens had a soft spot for the city and occasionally shared a podium with Benjamin Disraeli when they were 
both visiting Manchester.  
 
After more than 100 years usage the fingerprint is still recognised as the truly definitive method for establishing personal 
identification and as evidence has probably never been so important.  We are living in a most exciting time, where the 
fingerprint has almost been resurrected.  Fingerprint technology seems to be at its optimum zenith with new and exciting 
systems, which were once mere pipe-dreams now being fully operational. (I can recall the first photo copying machine 
�D�U�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���)�L�Q�J�H�U�S�U�L�Q�W���%�U�D�Q�F�K���D�W���1�H�Z���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���<�D�U�G�����E�X�W���O�H�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���J�R���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�D�W���S�D�W�K���M�X�V�W���Q�R�Z������ 
 
There are several fingerprint issues, some quite controversial, which are being debated throughout the world.  The need for 
competency testing and the use of fingerprints coupled with statistics to establish identity are two such topics currently 
being considered.  These debates not only take place at events such as this, but also on the Internet, where views are 
sometimes expressed both learnedly and clearly but regrettably, sometimes at the gutter level, often anonymously and 
lacking any professionalism whatsoever. 
 
I believe that there is a very important place for organisations such as ours and I am always rather disappointed to hear 
�I�L�Q�J�H�U�S�U�L�Q�W���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�U�V���V�D�\�����³�,�I���,���M�R�L�Q�����Z�K�D�W�¶�V���L�Q���L�W���I�R�U���P�H�"���³�����:�H�O�O�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���-�R�K�Q���)���.�H�Q�Q�H�G�\���K�D�G���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�R���W�K�L�V��
question �± �³�$�V�N���Q�R�W�� �Z�K�D�W�� �\�R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �F�D�Q���G�R���I�R�U�� �\�R�X���� �E�X�W�� �Z�K�D�W�� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q���G�R���I�R�U�� �\�R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���´�� �� �:�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�H�P�L�V�H���R�I�� �W�K�H��
Council for the Registration of Forensic Practitioners (CRFP) and the winding up of the National Fingerprint Board, who 
else is there to represent the needs of the Fingerprint Examiner? 
 
I would specially like to welcome our delegates from overseas, guest speakers, sponsors,  exhibitors and our fantastic 
Conference Team from the North West, without whom for certain this conference would be a most dull affair. 
 
I would also like to thank my Committee.  I believe that the Society now has the most pro-active and enthusiastic 
Committee that I can ever recall, each member voluntarily donating so much of his/her time to the welfare and progress of 
the Society. 
 
So finally, I hope that you will all have a most memorable and enjoyable conference and gala dinner, where I understand 
fingerprints are now back on the menu. 
 
 
 
Martin Leadbetter FFS Dip.Eur Hum.,BA (Hons) 
 
Chairman 


